THE VETERINARY RECORD 


H Weekly Journal for the Profession. 


Edited by Huntine, F.R.C.V.S. 


No. 732. 


JULY 19, 1902. 


Tue A.V.D. 


In our report of the meeting of the Lincolnshire 
Veterinary Medical Society will be found a resolu- 
tion expressing the current feeling of the profession 
in relation to the Army Veterinary Department. The 
resolution is clear, civil, and firm. It might be taken 
as a model for other Societies to adopt and forward 
to the Secretary for War. It might also, with 
benefit, be sent to the Members of Parliament of each 
district in which it is adopted. The time has passed 
for all sparring on this subject. We have thrown 
away the gloves and are bound now to fight it out 
with all the energy and pertinacity we possess. We 
enter the struggle with no illusions as to our strength. 
We do not rely upon our ability to influence the two 
bureaucrats who stand in our way, but we have per- 
fect confidence in the justice of our claim and a firm 
belief that when the public and the public represen- 
tatives know our case it cannot be long successfully 
ignored. 


Tax or Councin. 


Our report of the last meeting of Council demon- 
strates that our representatives are no longer treating 
their position as merely one requiring supervision of 
our internal affairs. At their previous meeting the 
Council took up the grievance of our Army Veteri- 
nary Department and sent a petition to the War 
Office. At this meeting they passed a resolution re- 
mitting to the Parliamentary Committee for con- 
sideration a suggestion that steps be taken to secure 
the return to Parliament of a veterinary surgeon. 
This is a bold move, and one not by any means be- 
yond the probability of attainment. We must find a 
man with the money and leisure necessary to such a 
position and then watch for the opportunity of run- 
ning him. The power of one man in the House of 
Commons is considerable—if only for the fact that 
he is able to put forward the true facts on many sub- 
jects which are only understood by experts. How 
many men in the House know anything about the 
horse departments of the Army, the diseases of 
animals, and the Board of Agriculture, the relation 
of animal life to Public Hygiene ete. 

The fact is that about half the appointments which 
ought to be filled by veterinary surgeons are now 
occupied by amateurs, and that the general prblic 
really has no idea that such places require special 
knowledge which can be provided as cheaply as the 
ignorance which now obtains payment for pretending 
to fulfil duties. 


NOTE ON THE *« SERUM” METHOD OF 
DIAGNOSIS OF GLANDERS. 
By M. A. Rasreaux, Lyons Veterinary College. 


Since the method of ‘ Serum diagnosis” in ty- 
phoid fever was discovered by Widal numerous at- 
tempts have been made to apply it to other diseases. 
Since 1896 many observers, amongst whom may be 
mentioned M’Fadyean, 1896, Wladimiroff, 1897, 
Bourgés, and Méry, 1898, Jenson, 1901, and Pok- 
chichevsky, 1992, have observed the phenomenon 
of ‘ agglutination”’ in serum from a glandered ani- 
mal, and from this fact have arrived that it is of prac- 
tical importance as a means of diagnosis in glanders. 
The observations of Wladimiroff, Bourgés and Méry, 
and especially Pokchichevsky have shown the marked 
difference there is in ‘‘agglutinative’’ power of 
glanderous and non-glanderous serum. So much is 
this so that he considers it of practical importance 
and has termed it the ‘‘ sero-diagnostic ’’ method. 

Under certain conditions the usual method of diag- 
nosis by inoculation with mallein is not applicable, 
and gives uncertain results, and in such the “ sero- 
diagnosis ’’ can be used as a control. 

For the past two years whenever possible I have 
used this method, and it is an epitome of my observa- 
tions that I now bring to notice, and the practical re- 
sults that I have arrived at from them. 

My experiments have been conducted with serum 
from nine glandered horses, eight chronic and one 
acute, and eleven healthy ones. 

I. The serum for examination is collected as pure 
as possible and diluted with sterilised water in pro- 
portions varying from 1 to 10 to 1 to 1500. This is 
mixed in sterilised tubes with a culture of glanders 
in peptonised broth 24 to 72 hours old. The mixture 
is placed in an incubator at 35° to 37 C, and ex- 
amined under the microscope at intervals, using as a 
control non-glanderous serum that has been sub- 
jected to the same conditions. 

At this temperature, viz., 35° to 37° C. both 
glanderous and non-glanderous serum have ‘ agglu- 
tinative”’ properties, but they differ eventually in 
rapidity of formation and degree of intensity. In 
dilutions of from 1 to 10 to 1 to 50 this difference is 
not well marked, but the general rule is that with 
two equal dilutions in glanderous serum floccuii form 
more rapidly and more compactly and between them 
free bacilli are rarer than in non-glanderous. Further- 
more these phenomena appear in the glanderous in 
from 20 minutes to 3 hours, and the non-glanderous 
serum from 2 to 6 hours. 
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With dilutions of 1 to 100 to 1 to 250 the differ- 
ence in the activity of the two serums is slightly in- 
creased, non-glanderous showing the reaction 1n 8 to 
18, and glanderous in 1 to10 hours. In weaker 
solution above 1 to 250 non-glanderous serum fre- 
quently showed no reaction, and as has been 
noticed by Wladimiroff, Bourgés, and Méry, and 
Pokchichevsky.' I have never seen it in solution 
above 1 to 300 or 1 to 400 in eleven experiments. 
On the contrary with glanderous serum | have in 
solution of from 1 to 500 to 1 to 1000 detected it every 
time in nine observations, and in 1 to 1500 three 
times out of nine. 

From these results I have come to the conclusion 
that when reaction takes place in a solution of 1 to 
500 and over that the animal may be considered 
glandered. 

All the surrounding conditions being the same the 
rapidity with which reaction takes place varies with 
the individual both glandered and healthy. Thus in 
two cases with glanderous serum | have obtained a 
feeble reaction in two to three hours with a solution 
of 1 to 1000, although usually when of this strength 
it does not clearly manifest itself till between the 
18th and 86th, and rarely the 48th, but I have never 
known it fail to appear later than the 72nd. The 
reason I am unable to give an opinion about, but the 
most interesting puint for practical purposes is the 
rapid and marked reaction in a solution of 1 to 1500 
of serum taken from a glandered subject with 
marked hyperthemia when mallein would be useless. 

The appearance under the microscope will also 
vary. In some cases the organisms wil] be united 
into a large compact mass, free ones being rare; in 
others free ones will be numerous between masses 
formed of from 15 to 50 individuals more or less 
loosely united. 

In serum with a marked reaction I have noticed 
that the bacilli are united in short chains of three 
or four. 

The reaction of the serum is not affected by 
mallein if injected when the temperature is normal, 
but if it is used when elevated it is greatly increased. 


I[. Influence of temperature. I have made some 
observations on the influence the temperature has on 
the reaction. 

(a) At the temperature of the laboratory varying 
between 12 and 15 C., the reaction was hindered in 
both glanderous and healthy serum, and was more 


- marked in the weaker solutions. 


(>) Low temperatures, i.e. — 3 to + 5 centigrade, exer- 
cised an influence on both the degree and intensity of 
the reaction, not only retarding but stopping it alto- 
gether, when the solution was highly diluted. This 
was noticed with serum that reacted at 12 to 15 


centigrade. At this low temperature healthy serum 


diluted 1 to 100 did not react, also glanderous solu- 
tion of 1 to 1000. 

It must not be supposed that the power of reaction 
was destroyed, as a glanderous solution of 1 to 1000 
and a healthy one of 1 to 100 which did not react 
after 48 hours, rapidly did so when removed and 
placed in the incubator at 35 to 37 cent. 

The table gives some observations on this point. 


OxservatTion 137TH Fes, 1901. 


G.S.—Glanders serum from a chronic case. 
H.S.—Healthy serum from an operation case. 
1to10 1t0100 1to 250 1to 500 1t01000 
Temp. Gs. HS. GS. HS. HS. as. Gs. 
35 to 87C 3hs. Shs. 5hs. 12hs. 36 hs. Shrs. 30 hrs. 
12tol15 9 12 12 ~~ 30 72 nil 22 48 
-—3to+5 18 30 24 72 nil 72 nil 48 72 nil 
(c) At 60 to 65 Cent. the reaction is rapid, and this 
is particularly noticeable in weak solutions as shown 
in the table. 


Osservation, 10TH Aprit, 1902. 


1 to 10 lto100 1t0500 1 to1000 
Temp. Gs. HS. GS. HS. @s. as. 
65 Cent. lhrs. 3hrs. 24hs. 6hrs. 4 hrs. 43 hrs. 
37 5 6 
15 ,, 3. «68 4 W 8 12 


If a glanders culture in a small quantity is exposed 
for one hour to a temperature of 60 to 65 centigrade 
and then added to the serum, either glanderous or 
healthy, the reaction is hastened. If, on the contrary, 
the serum isin a like manner heated, if glanderous 
the reaction isslightly retarded. If healthy not only 
is the power of agglutination delayed but it is 
feeble. 

These facts show (1) that a temperature of 60 to 
65 Cent. has but a slight action on the agglutinative 
properties of glanderous serum, while with healthy it 
has in marked degree. (2) That dead organisms do 
not hinder this property, and that the test can be 
carried out with sterilized cultures, and therefore if 
there are any doubts as to the purity of the serum it 
can be sterilised and it is advisable to do so in order 
that extraneous organisms may not mark the re- 
action. 

III.—The following are the conclusions I have 
arrived at. The difference in the agglutinative pro- 
perties of serum obtained from healthy and diseased 
animals offers a means of diagnosis in glanders. The 
animal can be considered diseased when this is obser- 
ved in serum diluted 1 to 1000. 

This method of diagnosis must always be of the 
nature of a laboratory experiment and will not super- 
sede the usual ones of diagnosis by mallein or inocu- 
lation, but nevertheless I think in certain cases it 
will prove valuable where these cannot be carried 
out, and as a means of control observation. 

The suspected serum should be compared with 
healthy under the same conditions.— Recueil de Méde- 
cine Vétérinaire, June 30th, 1902. 

‘Josnua A. Nunn, Vet.-Lieut.-Col. 


Monern Preparations or ARSENIC. 


In 1897 Daulus, a Frenchwnan, introduced into 
therapeutics the cacodytates, salts of cacodylic acid, 
an organic compound of arsenic. In 1900 cacodylate 
of iron made its way to the front in the treatment of 
various forms of anemia. 

_ Recently a new product atoxil or acid metarseni- 
lide has appeared. This compound contains 37, 69 
per cent. of arsenic, is a white powder without odour, 
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' of saltish flavour, soluble up to 20 per cent., and 


very slightly poisonous. After some time, or if ex- 

sed to heat the solution assumes a yellowish tinge 
without decomposing. In man the best methods 
of administration are hypodermic or intra-muscu- 
lar injections of 20% solution up to 2 or 3 c.c., 

ual to 0°40 grm. atoxil. On the second day arsenic 
will be found in the urine; there are no local or 
general complications to deal with. Schild has used 
the remedy in treatment of skin diseases and has ob- 
tained splendid results in cases not amenable to other 
treatment.— La (lin. Vét. 


Mercury Poisonine. 


Experimental poisoning of cattle by means of re- 
pected doses of perchloride of mercury lead to the 
following post-mortem features: 

1. Degeneration of the fibre of the muscle of the 
heart with parvicellular infiltration of the connective 
tissue. 

2. Broncho-pneumonia, hemorrhagic, and in isola- 
ted foci, nodular and confluent, peribronchitis and 
vesicular emphysema. 

3. Hepatitis with interstitial atrophy with de- 
generation and necrosis of the hepatic cells, pigmenta- 
tion. 

4, Splenitis, with special pigmentary infiltration 
in a marked degree. 

5. Hemorrhagic nephritis. 

6. Necrotic lesions of the nerve cell tissue. 

7. Hemorrhagic enteritis.—La Clin. Vét. 

F. E P. 


Royal College ot 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


(Coneluded from page 24.) 


EXAMINATION COMMITTEE. 


Mr. Mutvey read the report of the Examination Com- 
mittee, which reported that Prof. Dewar’s motivn in re- 
gard to the various synopses had been duly considered, 
and the Committee recommended that a copy of the 
syllabus should be sent to each member of the Board of 
Examiners and the principals and teachers of the various 
schovls asking them for suggestions in regard to any im- 
provement, with the request that the reply should be sent 
in by the last week in September. 

Mr. MuLvry moved the adoption of the report, which 
was seconded by Prof. Dewar and agreed to. 


AND Museums CoMMITTEE. 


There was no report from this committee as a quorum 
had not been obtained, but Mr. Carter drew attention to 
the fact that Prof. Shave and himself had gone round 
the museum and had reason to complain of the state of 
the museum. 

On the motion of Mr. Simpson, seconded by Mr. Car- 
ter, a sum not exceeding £5 was placed at the disposal of 
Prof. Shave for setting the museum in order. 


The report of the Fellowship Examination was re- 
ceived and adopted. 


APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. Mutvey : Before we appoint committees I should 
like to ca!l the attention of the Council to the somewhat 
unwieldy numbers of the various committees, and would 
suggest that no committee should exceed 12 members. 
I will move that. 

Mr. Barrett: [ hope the Council will not accept Mr. 
Mulvey’s suggescion. I think the Registration Committee 
should certainly have more than 12 members on it. The 
work is very important, and sometimes many members 
are unable to attend and we should find ourselves without 
a quorum. What constitutes a quorum ? 

Che Secretary : Three. 

Prof. PensBertTHY : I have great pleasure in seconding 
Mr. Mulvey’s motion. 

Prof. M’FapyeaNn: Might I ask what is the object of 
the proposal? If it is to promote the celerity with 
which business is transacted it very probably would not 
attain that end. It seems to me that to make the com- 
mittee small would simply entail much more discussion 
when the various matters came up before the Council. | 
think the Registration Committee ought to be a com- 
mittee of the whele Council. 

Mr. Mutvey: If it is the wish of the Council I will 
at once withdraw my motion. My only object was to 
facilitate business. All the committees are called on one 
day and one committee goes on with its work for two 
or three hours, and the committees succeed one another. 
If all the members are at work on one committee they 
cannot be on the others. 

Prof. Merram: The natural corollary to Mr. Mulvey’s 
observation is that we should meet earlierin the day. | 
have to leave Dublin at 8 o'clock at night and do not 
come to the meeting till a quarter to five on the following 
day. If it were an instruction to the Councii that the 
committee should meet at 10 o’clock in the morning it 
would enable the work to be got through without 
clashing. 

Mr. Stmpson : [ find myself on very nearly every com- 
mittee. Yesterday after a very long sitting at the Regis- 
tration Committee meeting I found there were two other 
committees to meet immediately, and I was on both. 1 
had to divide my time between the two. If we have an 
exceptionally long Registration Committee naturally the 
gentlemen who are on the Registration Committee and 
who are wishing to get to work on the other committees 
are anxious to get the work over as soon as possible, and 
although I do not wish to suggest for a moment there is 
any undue haste in the deliberations of the Registration 
Committee, still I do think that if gentlemen could see 
their way not to allow themselves to be nominated on two 
committees it would be better. I for one am perfectly 
content to be on one or none. 

Mr. Mu vey: If it is the wish of the Council that the 
committee should consist of the same number of mem- 
bers as heretofore I will move the reappointment of the 
Registration Committee asking that my name be with- 
drawn and for it substitute the name of Mr. Banham. 

Mr. WartnaBy: Not the withdrawal of your name. 


| We can have Mr. Banham in addition. 


Mr. Mutvey: No, I absolutely withdraw. 

Mr. CARTER seconded the motion. 

Prof. Metram : I beg to propose that the Registration 
Committee consist of the whole Council. 

Mr. Fraser : I beg to second that. 

Prof. Mertam: The reason I suggest that is that occas- 


The report from the Court of Examiners was remitted | ionally, as you all know full well, we are asked to confirm 


to the Examination Committee. 


On the motion of Prof. Mettam, seconded by Mr. Me- | 


Kinna, it was resolved “That in future the Secretary 
be instructed to remit the reports to the Examination 
Committee.” This was done in order to save time. 


or otherwise tLe doings of the Registration Committee. 
You will remember that at the last meeting of the Coun- 
cil I was asked to vote upon a thing of which I knew 
nothing. The only way that I can get to know what is 
being done is by being on the committee. I think it is 
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the duty of every member of the Council to know what is 
being done. 

Mr. Mutvey: [| shall withdraw my motion. 

Mr. Simpson : I beg to support the suggestion that the 
Registration Committee sbould consist of the whole of 
the members of the Council. I think it is a very excel- 
lent suggestion and it will give members of the Council 
who have not attended Registration Committee work an 
opportunity of seeing how the work isdone. 

rof. Merram’s proposition was unanimously 
agreed to. 


EXAMINATION COMMITTEE. 


Mr. ABson proposed that the Examination Committee 
should be re-elected. 

Mr. Fraser seconded the motion. 

Mr. Mutvey: The same argument of Prof. Mettam’s 
applies here, and I wish to move as an amendment that 
the whole of the Council constitute the committee. 

Mr. TricGer : I emphasise every word Prof. Mettam 
has said about the Registration Committee in speaking 
of the Examination Committee. What is sauce for the 
goose is sauce for the gander. I will second Mr. Mal- 
vey’s motion. 

Mr. Mutvey: It is as important as the other. 

Mr. TricGer: Prof. Mettam has overlooked the fact 
that every memver of this Council has a perfect right to 
be present in the room when any committee is sitting, 
and the only way I have for getting to know about the 
Examination Committee is when I have attended their 
meetings. I am not on the committee and have no wish 
tu act upon it, for the simple reason that I believe the 
committees are already too large. 

Mr. Vittar. Supposing Mr. Mulvey had proposed 
that the Examination Committee should consist of 12 
members it would have afforded me great pleasure to 
have seconded it. Supposing you have a large number 
of men upon the committee the majority of them will not 
take an interest in the work. The Examination Com- 
mittee, I take it, is a most important committee—at all 
events it does a most important work. I think we 
should limit the members and have a small working 
committee so that the Council can fix responsibility if 
mecessary. 

Mr. Mulvey’s motion was lost, and the committee was 
reappointed with the addition of Mr. Over and Mr. Ban- 
ham, Mr. Allen’s name being struck out. 

On the motion of Mr. Trigger, seconded by Professor 
Mettam, the Finance Committee was re-appointed, Mr. 
McKinna taking the place of Mr. Allen. At the request 
of Mr. Villar his name was omitted from the list. 


PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE. 


It was proposed by Prof. Penberthy, and seconded by 
Mr. Mulvey, that the Parliamentary Committee be re- 
among with the addition of the names of Messrs. Me- 

inna and Over, deleting the names of Mr. Allen and 
Mr. Barrett, the latter having withdrawn his name from 
the committee as he was on several others. 

The motion was agreed to. 

On the motion of Mr. Abson, seconded by Mr. Trigger, 
the Library and Museum Committee was re-appointed 
deletiag the name of Mr. Allen and substituting for it 
the name of Prof. Mettam. Mr. Barrett also retired from 
this committee at his own request. 


PUBLICATION CoMMITTEE. 


On the motion of Mr. Abson, seconded by Mr. Tri 
the Publication Committee was re Bow with the 
exception of Mr. Barrett, who decided to retire, and with 
the addition of Mr. Banham, Mr. Over, and Mr. Me- 
inna, 


ELECTION oF AupIToRs. 
Mr. Woopcer and Mr. Warriner were unanimously re- 


elected auditors, on the motion of Mr. Abson, seconded 
by Mr. Mason. 

The date of the Walley Memorial Examination was 
fixed, on the motion of Prof. Dewar, for Saturday the 

th October. 
7 In the course of a discussion as to the dates of the 
next Council meetings, Prof. Mettam proposed that the 
meetings should commence at 10 o'clock in the morning 
as being more convenient to men who had to come from 

Mr. ByRNE seconded the motion, but it was pointed 
out by Mr. Mulvey that men who came from the North 
could leave early in the morning and arrive at the meet- 
ing by the afternoon ; and 7 Mr. Simpson that the morn- 
ing had to be devoted to the isa of the reports 
of the various committees, and Prof. Mettam’s proposi- 
tion was lost. It was agreed that the Council meetings 
should begin at 2 o'clock, and the meetings were fixed for 
the 8th and 9th January, the 8th and 9th of April, and 
the Ist and 2nd of July. 


Dates oF EXAMINATIONS. 


On the motion of Prof. M’FapyEaN, seconded by 
Prof. MerraM, it was resolved that the examinations 
should be held as follows: December, the Written on 
Friday the 12th, the Oral beginning in London on Mon- 
day the 15th. May, the Written in Scotland on Friday 
the 15th, and the Oral to begin cn the 18th May. July, 
the Written on Friday, July 10th, the Oral to begin in 
London on Monday the 13th of July. 


Morton sy Mr. FRASER. 


Mr. J. Fraser had given nutice of his intention to 
move “ That this Council take immediate steps to secure 
the return of a veterinary surgeon to Parliament.” 
Owing to the lateness of the hour he requested the 
permission to postpone it to the next meeting of 
Council. 

Mr. TRIGGER thought, however, that out of courtesy 
to the members who remained Mr. Fraser should proceed 
with his motion. 

Mr. FRASER accordingly moved “That this Council 
take immediate steps to secure the return of a veteri- 
nary surgeon to Parliament. He said : I think you will 
agree with me that the position the profession occupies 
to day is not one that is satisfactory to us or to the com- 
munity asa whole. Not only are we prevented from 
discharging the duties for which we are particular] 
qualified and educated and in which we are Petan wera | 
but unfortunately incapable men are placed in positions 
we ought to occupy, which involves for the nation as a 
whole a very considerable loss. We have made attempts 
from time to time by curappeals to Parliament and to 


the Government to improve our position, and I make ° 


no reflection whatever on these attempts when I say that 
on the whole they have been failures. I venture to sug- 
gest this afternoon that the policy I suggest is one likely 
to be followed with, if not complete success, comparative 
success. I have two reasons for thinking so. The first 
is that the British public taken as a whole are a justice 
loving people. Ihave never known an instance in a 
public body when an appeal has been made to them to 
administer justice, or when it has been pointed out to 
them thatan injustice was beingdone when they were 
not willing at once to grant redress and see that the in- 
Justice was remedied. But even if that -did not have 
sufficient force I am sure that the British public at least 
know where their own interest lies, and if you point out 
to them that any particular policy involves loss they will 
not be slow to remedy the state of things of which you 
are complaining. At present we cannot lay before the 
nation as a whole our complaint. There is only one 
possible way in which we can do it, and that is by return- 
ing a member of our own profession to the House 0 

Commons where the whole facts of the case could be dis- 
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closed by him, the injustice inflicted on us revealed, and 
the loss sustained by us. exposed in Parliament. If that 
were done I feel satisfied we would accomplish our ub- 
ject and we should et the position to which we are 
entitled, and discharge the duties for which we are quali- 
fied. I shall be met probably with this argument, that 
the policy I am suggesting now is surrounded by so 
many difficulties that it would be an almost impossible 
task even if we undertook it. With all deference to the 
judgment of this Council, of which I hold a very high 
opinion, I do not believe that. I have thought of this 
for years and [ do not know a single difficulty which can 
be called insuperable, and even if the difficulties are 
great I aim reminded of a somewhat conspicuous figure 
in modern Scottish history who said that he was the 
happiest when the difficulties were greatest. I am per- 
fectly satisfied that nothing would unite us as a profes- 
sion so completely as to undertake a task of this kind 
with « policy that would be worthy of us and an object 
worthy of attaintment and [ think we should struggle 
for it until we accomplish it. At all events the very 
effort would be a great advantage to the profession. [ 
was only thinking yesterday at our Registration Com- 
mittee, what an amount of energy and intelligence was 
being practically thrown away—TI do not speak dis- 
respectfully at all—on trivial matters, and I was am- 
bitious that these men who displayed such capacity 
should have a wider field. I would particularly wish to 
emphasise the fact that Iam not looking only to the ad- 
vantage to the profession, because I would not like out- 
siders to charge us with selfish ambition by saying that 
we were merely trying to advance our own personal 
interest. That is notthe view I place before you at all. 
I wish the profession to discharge the functions for which 
it is qualified. I wish the nation to enjoy the fruit of 
our labour, and | would displace men who now occupy 
those positions and which frustrate the best plans that 
may be adopted for the prevention of the spread of con- 
tagious diseases amongst animals. Although the Coun- 
cil meeting is so small I particularly wish you would 
either give me your hearty support or else reject the 
resolution altogether. I am not asking you to commit 
yourselves toa definite policy which may involve you in 
any loss, but that you should refer it to one of the Com- 
mittees. I would suggest the Parliamentary Committee 
as being the most satisfactory Committee in which to 
discuss the matter in detail. I have some plans which 
I could lay before that Co.umittee, and after full dis- 
cussion that Committee could then bring a report before 
the Council which the Council might adopt or reject. 
Therefore I am not making a very great demand on you. 
Iam perfectly satisfied that with a united, determined, 
consecutive effort of our own we would accomplish this 
object, and having accomplished the object we raise the 
profession in the esteem of the public, not by having a 
member in Parliament, but by putting a member in that 
ai where he could exercise his duties and perform 

is functions. We demand as citizens that we should be 
allowed to discharge the duties for which we, and we 
alone, are qualified. With these few arguements I will 
leave the motion in your hands, and I hope you will give 
me the support which will encourage us to take further 
steps in this direction. If you wish me to give any 
reasons for encouragement I would indicate that men in 
far lower positions, in societies whose financial positions 
are not so great as ours, have accomplished the objects I 
ain suggesting toyou. Even the’busmen are organising 
and prepared to have a representative in Parliament, and 
I have no doubt they will succeed. There are sections of 
the working classes in this country who have the ablest 
men in the House of Commons—I mean by the word able 
their power of legislating for the advantage of the nation 
in which they are conspicuous figures. For the last five 
years I have had one veterinary surgeon in my mind all 
the time as the man who is in every way qualified to 


represent us, and who would worthily represent us in the 
House of Commons—I refer to our lamented friend Mr. 
William Edgar. Ido not believe that we have no other 
man of that character and class—I believe we have plenty 
of them. 

Mr. Triecer: I think we might fairly ask Mr. Fraser 
to show us any feasible line we might take. It appears 
to me that the difficulty would be to find a constituency 
that would accept a member, unless he proposed to ge 
on the same lines as a university. 

Mr. Fraser : No. 

Mr. TrigGerR: Then I think we must ask Mr. Fraser 
to give us some little outline so that we may know what 
we are referring to a Committee, and as to possible ways 
and means. 

Mr. Fraser: No one will understand better than Mr. 
Trigger how unwise and how undiplomatic it would be 
in the presence of reporters to disclose our hand at 
present. You will notice that [ do not suggest a veteri- 
nary surgeon should represent the veterinary profession 
as a body in the same way as the medical profession is 
represented. The difficulty of selecting a constituency 
is not so great as you would think. Probably our greatest 
difficulty would be the financial side of the matter, but I 
do not think that is even as great as it appears. When 
you see that men of far less influence than we have, men 
of far less financial power than we possess, have repre- 
sentatives, that ought to be a sufficient encouragement 
fur us to undertake the task. 

Mr. Barrett: I[ shall be very pleased to second the 
motion moved by Mr. Fraser, because I think it is one 
of some importance and one which may well engage our 
attention for half-en-hour this afternuon. But I confess 
I am rather like Mr. Trigger Lam a little disappointed 
that Mr. Fraser has not gone further and divulged his 
scheme to us. His excuse for escaping that seems to 
be that the reporter is in the room, but we can easily 
instruct the reporter. 

Mr. Triecer: If we resolve ourselves into a Com- 
mittee it would not matter whether the reporter was 
present or not. I will move that the Council gues into 
Committee. 

The Council accordingly went into Committee and the 
matter was discussed for some time. 

On the reporter entering the room he was informed by 
the President that it had been resulved “That this 
Council take immediate steps to secure the return of 
a veterinary surgeon to Parliament, and that the ques- 
tion be remitted to the Parliamentary Committee for its 
consideration.” 


OTHER BUSINESS. 


Mr. Vittar said: You will remember that in 
October last a letter was addressed by the Under-Secre- 
tary of State for Home Affairs to our Council, in which 
he told us he proposed to reduce the fees of veterinary 
surgeons attending as witnesses and giving professional 
evidence in Metropolitan Police Courts by about half, 
and that under certain circumstances it would be possi- 
ble to demand that a veterinary surgeon should inspect 
an animal and attend asa witness for a fee of 5s. On 
January 15th last the Council wrote and expressed its 
regret that it was bound to consider the fees offered 
altogether inadequate. On the 4th February another 
letter was received from the Under Secretary of State as 
follows : “In reference to your letter of the 15th May, 
I am directed by Mr. Secretary Ritchie to acquaint you 
for the information of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons that he regrets that he is unable to modify the 
revised scale of fees, a draft of which was enclosed in the 
letter from this Department of the 18th October last. I 
am to add that the revised scale will come into force on 
the Ist April next.” As the result of that we again pro- 
tested on the 18th April and there the matter ended. 
Weare all trying to seen the interest of our profes- 
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sion, and this step is une of the most retrograde steps that | 
has been taken for many years. To expect a member of 


a learned profession under any circumstances to give |" 


evidence as a professional witness for 53s. is absurd. A 
veterinary surgeon in common with all other members 
of the community is bound to attend on subpeena and 
the fee may be from 10s. 6d. to 5s. I can remember 
when we were always in the habit of having a guinea, 
and I know of two guineas being given—-I have received 
it myself. You will agree with me that it is a most 1m- 
portant matter as far as the profession is concerned, 
and I want to ask this Council to appoint a small 
Committee to go into the matter, and if necessary, 
jointly with Metropolitan practitioners, to consider it 
and have power toact. By that I mean that they shall 
address a communication to the Chief Magistrate or to 
the Home Secretary even before the next meeting of 
Conncil. I have already spoken to gentlemen who 
have signified that they wil] be willing to act on the 
Committee, and I beg to propose as members Mr. Mulvey, 
Mr. Fraser, Prof. Penberthy, and myself. 

Mr. Mason seconded the motion, which was unani- 
mously agreed to. 

Prof Suave: May I ask a question, Sir? 

The Presipent : We have nv quorum, and as there is 
no quorum there is no meeting. 

According to the agenda the ordinary quarterly meet- 
ing was to be followed by a special meeting to consider 
and if deemed necessary to pass the following alteration 
of bye-laws proposed by Mr. J. A. W. Dollar: “That 
should any member of the R.C.V.S. who may be accused 
of conduct disgraceful in a professional respect, notify 
the Secretary more than ten days before trial of his 
desire to be tried publicly, facilities shall be given for 
the admission of members of the profession to the trial, 
and for independent reporting of the evidence.” As, 
however, there was no quorum the meeting was not 


held. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


LINCOLNSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


This Society held their summer meeting at the Angel 
Hotel, Peterborough, on Thursday, June 19th, when a 
number of the members were present, including : Mr. E. 
C. Russell, Grantham, the President for the year; Col. 
J. A. Nuon, F.R.C.VS., A.V.D., D.S.0.; Messrs. J. 
Smith, Huntingdon; R. W. Clarke, Weagby; J. W. 
Gresswell, Peterboro’; B, Bind'oss, Long Sutton ; 
T. Holmes, Bourne ; A. Johns, Kimbolton ; A. Lennox, 
Crowland ; J. Mackinder, Peterboro’; H. H. Nicholl;, 
Oundle ; T. A. Radkin, Grantham ; and T. W. Turner, 
Sleaford, hon. sec. Mr. Poles, M_R.C.V.S., and Dr. 
Gilbert, visitors. 

The minutes of the last meeting having been taken as 
read, the Secretary read letters and telegrams frum Pro- 
fessors Axe and Penberthy, Messrs. Howse, Hartley, 
Truman, Allott, and Shipley regretting their inability 
to be present at the meeting. 

Letters were read from Mr. Reeks, senr., and Mr. 
Weston tendering their resignation as members of the 
Association ; the former on account of an increasing in- 
firmity, and the latter because he was leaving the neigh- 
ed th 

Mr. RUDKIN proposed that the resignations be accep- 
ted with regret, but Mr. Russell thought it was a iy 
that Mr. Reeks should sever his connection with the 
Association and suggested that a letter be written to him 


asking him to continue a member. This was unanimously 
to, and the hope was expressed that Mr. Weston 


had brought the Society before the notice of the gentle- 
man who had taken his practice. 

There were no new members names brought forward, 
and the President regretted that this was the case. He 
did not think that their Association was going back- 
wards by any means, but there were a good many 
veterinary surgeons in Lincolnshire, he feared, that did 
not know that there was such an Association in existence, 
and he should like all of them who were members to try 
to increase their numbers. He thought the meetings of 
this and similar Associations were of the greatest benefit, 
to take note of the progress and wants of the profession, 
and if these Associations were permitted to go down 
the profession itself would stand still in time. 

Mr. GresswELt did not think they had so many mem- 
bers in the North of Lincolnshire as they had lower 
down and he hoped something would be done to get the 
veterinary surgeons in the North to join. 

Mr. RupKIN thought every member ought to make 
this a personal matter, and endeavour to get “his pals” 
to join. 

New MEMBER. 


Mr. Warts, of Holbeach, was ballotted for as a 
member of the Association, and elected unanimously. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 


Mr. E. C. Russet said in taking up the duties of 
the position, his first duty was to thank them very 
sincerely for the honour they had conferred upon him in 
electing him as their president. It wasan honour which 
he appreciated to the fullest extent, for it was a year 
which would leave its mark in British history, as being 
the one which saw the conclusion of the great South 
African war with honour and glory to our country, and 
they hoped would see the Coronation of His Most 
Gracious Majesty King Edward VII.—two notable events 
which would be impressed on the minds of all English- 
men for the remainder of their lives. He was fully aware 
of the responsibility of the position he had undertaken, 
and that there were many members more capable and 
better fitted to carry out the duties, but he would en- 
deavour during his term of office to further the welfare 
and interests of the Society. He felt confident that 
the members would give him that support which they 
had always so cheerfully accorded to the past presi- 
dents of the Society, and he hoped they would bear with 
him in his shortcomings. 

He had been given to understand that the President 

was expected to take for the text of his address, a retros- 
pect of things in general affecting the Society and the 
profession during the previous year. 
_ First, with regard to the society itself. They were now 
in their twentieth year. It was inaugurated at the 
Albion Hotel, Lincoln, on January 18th, 1883. When 
his late father (Capt. Russell) was elected the first 
president. There were thirteen membeis of the profes- 
sion present at that first meeting. Since that time the 
Society had gradually increased in numbers until at the 
present moment they had ferty-one members. 

The chief advantages of these Associations are that they 
get members of the profession to know one another better 
and learn to bear with one another, and to yield courteous- 
ly and deferentially when differences arrive. The pro- 
ceedings are instructive, and they must all admit that 
they had gained much practical good in listening to the 
able discussions which had taken place on the different 
professsional subjects. 

During the past year much commotion had been 
caused in the scientific world by the theory propounded 
by Professor Koch at the British Congress on Tubercu- 
losis, namely, that bovine and human tuberculosis 
were not intercommunicable. A Royal Commission has 
been appointed to enquire into the subject, and it has 
been stated in some of our papers that several persens 
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have volunteered to offer themselves to test the correct- 


a ,ness of the theory, and they were all looking forward 


with great interest tothe publication of the report. 
Swine fever, which has cost the country hundreds of 
thousands of pounds in attempts to suppress it, is still as 


u a as ever. and they were forced to admit was not 


ing succesfully dealt with. There was no doubt that 


9 .one of the chief causes of this was concealment, and he 


thought that when cases were found out and brought 
-before the magistrates the fines ought to be heavier. 
More attention, he was sure, would have to be 
-paid to glanders. This highly contagious and fatal 
disease, they all knew, was transmissable to the human 
subject, there being no less than six deaths of the human 
-subject during the last year, and the disease was on the 
‘increase. Glanders has from time to time engaged their 
professional attention, and they were in possession of all 


. or nearly all available knowledge concerning it, and there 


was little donbt that if its suppression were carried into 
-effect by the legislative authority, in a short sime it would 
‘become extinct, as had been the case with cattle plague, 
pleuro-pneumonia, and foot-and-mouth disease. 

The Army Veterinary Department has shown to the 


War Office—in connection with the War in South Africa 


—the importance of the services rendered by the veteri- 
nary surgeon, whose duty it is to guard against the intro- 
-duction and spread of contagious diseases, and to keep 
the horses fit and healthy. But what was the reward / 
Practically nothing at present. A new warrant has 
been issued, which they had no doubt all read about 
in The Record, but what advantages did it offer to 
young men to join the Army Veterinary Department ? 
A slight increase in pay for a few, and the attainment 
-of the rank of Veterinary-Captain and Major two or 
three years earlier than before. He was sure they 
would all agree that it was quite time the Authorities 
recognised their claim for removing the prefix from 


) their military title so as to place the veterinary officer 


on the same footiag as the medical officer. ‘They were 
not ashamed of the prefix but it was a fact that the Army 


| ‘Veterinary Department is the only department in the 


Service witha prefix. They were aware that the War 
‘ Office had appointed a Colonel of Artillery as Inspector 
of Veterinary Hospitals in South Africa. Was that the 
way to recognise the good work done by the Army 
‘Veterinary Department ? He looked upon it as little 
‘less than an insult to the veterinary profession. Surely 
there were men in the veterinary department, more cap- 
able of performing these duties, and why was it that re- 
‘tired Army and Navy officers were appointed to posi- 
‘tions which ought to be occupied by the veterinary 
surgeon! Asan instance, in the buying of remounts for 
the Army, surely the veterinary surgeon is better fitted 
for the purpose than a retired Major of the line or a 
Yeomanry Captain. The same thing occurs in the Board 
of Agriculture. Mr. Russell was of the opinion that if 
the profession did not bestir itself it would always be 


kept on the shelf. The members of the profession must 


attend the veterinary meetings and pass resolutions con- 
demning this kind of treatment, and no doubt a great 


- deal could be done by individual members interviewing 


the members of Parliament for their divisions and put- 


‘ting the case before them. 


He would not weary them with any remarks of his 


_ about shoeing forges and advertising, although these were 
’ very interesting subjects, and he would not say anything 


about their social position, tor this greatly depended up- 
on themselves ; but he would say that it was the duty 


- of every veterinary surgeon to endeavour to raise the 


social position of the profession by every means in his 


‘power. He was pleased to see the high standard of the 


preliminary examination, which was no doubt a step in 


i the right direction. 


“INJURIES CAUSED BY ILL-FITTING 
SADDLERY AND HARNESS.” 
By Josoua A. Nunn, Vet.-Lt.-Col. 


Col. NunN, who was very heartily received, said—l 
have been asked by your President, whom [ may claim 
as an old friend, having known him since the age of five, 
and his father before him, to read a paper before your 
Society, and it is a real pleasure for me to do so, as it 
was in your county, under the guidance of your Presi- 
dent's late father that I received my first practical ac- 
quaintance with our profession. I use the term practical, 
for although I have been bred up amongst animals and 
have ridden and hunted since | was a child, as most 
Irishmen have, [ knew nothing of the veterinary profes- 
sion till I had seen the rough and smooth side of a busy 

ractice. I speak somewhat strongly on this point, as | 
aboured under the common delusion of the majority of 
Englishmen, that I knew all about it, but before I had 
been with the late Capt. Russell a month I found I knew 
nothing, and after a quarter of a century I find | can 
learn something useful every day. 

When I was asked toread this paper | was somewhat 
at a loss to determine on a subject, but finally selected 
this—namely, ‘‘Some harness and saddle injuries.” | 
feel I owe an apology in bringing such a matter before 
you, as strictly speaking it is not one within the scope of 
veterinary science, but nevertheless to my mind it is an 
important one, and one that amongst a certain section 
of our brethren it is, I am afraid, the fashion to ignore 
and look down upon. 

Gentlemen, we all of us aspire to be successful, and in 
this world to 99 per cent. of its inhabitants success is 
spelt by “ money,” and in our own profession [ maintain 
to be successful we must not only be scientific practi- 
tioners but horsemen, and be able to show the horsey 
owner that we know as much and a little more of horse 
matters than he and his confidential stud groom put to- 
gether, and that we can occasivnally teach the latter 
worthy a trick or two at his own calien It is my ex- 

rience that such little things give the public confidence 
in the professional man, and although such matters may 
not be directly profitable they are the bait that brings 
the big fish to the net, and I therefore consider an ac- 
quaintance with the calling of the saddler is of as much 
importance to us 2s that of the blacksmith. 

Into the construction of saddles and harness | will not 
enter, as you are acquainted with these matters, but will 
at once go on to describe the various injuries caused by 
ill-fitting and faulty parts. Before entering into detail 
| will remark that certain faults in the gear produce cer- 
tain injuries, and that a person conversant with such can 
almost at a glance tell where the fault lies. 

In the proper fitting of a saddle the true secret of 
success is that the whole of the weight bearing portion 
should accurately correspond to the surface of the 
back, or in other words that the whole of the weight 
bearing surface should be utilised. As you are well 
aware a saddle cannot be put far forward on the withers 
or it will ot in and interfere with the motion of the 
shoulder blades, causing the horse not only to go short 
and pottering, and to stumble, but also very likely cause 
abrasions on fhe sides and top of the withers from the 
points of the tree and gullet plate. Also the saddle can- 
not be put far back on the loins, as the part is not 
adapted to carry weight and the large propelling muscles 
would be interfered with. It therefore follows that there 
is only a limited space in the length of the back availa- 
ble—a weight bearing surface of about 22 inches, and this 
is further reduced if we remember that it is only the flat 
surface of the rib between the back bone and curve that 
can be made available. If this is remembered it can be 
realised how important it is that every available portion 
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of the bar of the saddle should carry its due proportion 

A position in which an abrasion is seen is on the cen- 
tre of the spine just under the cantle and, although it 
may be caused by the cantle plate, in the majority of 
cases I think it is due to too short a saddle, the weight 
of the rider coming right back on the cantle. It is aggra- 
vated by the motion of the horse wrinkling up the skin 
of the loin at every step he takes, and this being forced 
against the saddle which is pressed downwards by the 
rider's weight gives rise to an abrasion. The obvious 
remedy is to use a saddle longer in the tree. 

Both longitudinally and transversely across the bars 
on the under surface pieces of webbing are fixed—the 
webs of the saddle. There is considerable art in adjust- 
ing these, and it isa long process, as if not properly done 
they will stretch and allow the weight of the rider to 
come on the centre of the back bone, where the tops of 
the vertebral spines are only covered with skin, and the 
certain result is a sore. : 

At the side of the swell of the tree a pad, the bellies 
are fixed, over which the upper thighs of the rider come. 
If not properly stuffed a wound will be caused over the 
swell of the last two or three ribs. Although not impor- 
tant to the horse, the proper fitting of the bellies is one 
of some importance to the comfort of the rider, for if not 
adjusted to his seat and length of thigh it will cause him 
to sit in an uncomfortable position either too far forward 
or back. This will not only give rise to an annoying 
chafe on the inside of the thigh, but if he rides over a 
fence is extremely likely to cause sprain of the rider’s 
muscle, a serious injury that has put an end to many a 
good man’s hunting days. 

Under the pommel or head of the saddle is an arched 
piece of steel—the gullet plate. Owing to the wedge 
shape of the withers and the weight of the rider pressing 
the V shape of the saddle down on it, there is almost more 
strain on the gullet than elsewhere, and it is highly im- 
portant that the plate should be of good steel. In some 
military saddles some years ago this was made of iron and 
the result was that under the strain the tree spread and 
came down on the top of the withers, causing a gall. It 
is a matter of some controversy whether the head should 
be straight or cut back, both have been in fashion and 
both have their advocates. The straight head is the 
strongest and is further away from the rider’s fork if by 
accident he is pitched forward. The cut back is perhaps 
not so likely to injure the wither if he “comes down,” 
and it is a favourite with some dealers as it shows off the 
slope of the shoulder better. 

It is important that the points ot the tree should not 
be too narrow or they will press on the sides of the 
wither just below the upper and posterior angle of the 
scapula anda gall will be caused in that situation. In 
fact all the weight should be taken on the part below the 
junction of the bars, none above it. If the sides of the 
shoulders are pressed upon or pinned in not only will 
there be a gall but free motion is interfered with and the 
horse is stilted in his action and likely to stumble. I 
have proved this many times over in the case of troop 
horses. A military saddle has the bars prolonged in 
front of the fore arch or gullet into “burrs” designed to 
carry the wallets, and which of necessity press on the top 
of the shoulder blade, and I have frequently found that 
horses that trip and stumble in a military saddle go 
safely in an ordinary hunting one. I give you the hint, 
gentlemen, that when consulted as to a horse stumbling 
it is advisable to look at the saddle and gear as well as 
the shoes, as this is a point often forgotten. 

The bars are, or should be, made of seasoned beech wood 
but from a variety of causes they may be bent and dis- 
torted, what the saddler terms “ cast” in either a down- 
ward or upward direction. If cast up, that is to say the 
ends being turned upwards, the lower surface of the bar 


will be too curving and all the weight will be taken on | 


the centre, a sore will be the result over the swell of the: 
middle ribs ; ifin the other direction all the weight will! 
be on the ends and a sore made at the side of the wither 
at the point of union between the bar and gullet and over 
the swell of the last three or four ribs. ' 

A troublesome sore is often seen on the off side of the 
wither from a side saddie, From the position a woman 
naturally leans to the near side, and being seated higher 
above the back than a man there is naturally more play ;: 
furthermore all this is aggravated if the lady is not a 
good horsewoman and cannot sit square, the saddle is 
naturally drawn over to the near side and the point of 
junction of the bar and gullet on the off presses against 
the side of the wither. [ have found that a broad racing 
surcingle passing right over the seat of the saddle will 
greatly help to steady it even with an indifferent horse- 
woman ; but as it is not the fashion to use them I sup- 
pose it is hopeless to suggest them to our lady clients, 
especially if they discovered that in it there was a re- 
flection on their horsewomanship. : 

These, gentlemen, are the chief injuries from the saddle: 
itself, ne I will finish this portion of the paper before I 
go on to speak of others due to certain portions of gear. 

All that I have mentioned are caused by the tree not 
being properly fitted or in other words by it not being 
adapted to the lines of the back. Now no doubt toa 
certain extent these defects can be remedied by properly 
adjusted stuffing, still this is objectionable. The stuffing 
and pannels should be looked upon only as a cushion to 
prevent injury from the hard tree and should be no 
thicker than is necessary for this purpose, if they are, not 
only is the weight increased but the rider, being high 
above the back, does not get a proper grip and firm seat,. 
but the saddle will roll about to a greater degree even 
witha good horseman. 

In these injuries a common device to prevent recur- 
rence or to work the horse is to “ chamber” the saddle.. 
To be effective the stuffing must be fairly thick. If it is 
not, the centre of the chamber will touch the sore. The 
hollow must also be of a considerable size which is a 

int that most saddlers overlook ; and above all things 
it must be made exactly over the injured spot. The usual’ 
practice is to put the saddle on the horse without girth- 
Ing it up, then raise it up and make a mark where it is 
presumed it will touch the sore, and hollow it out. The: 
result is not usually satisfactory, and it is easily proved 
by anyone who takes the trouble that it is extremely 
difficult by the eye alone to hit the right spot off. 

When it is desired to chamber a saddle the abraded 
part should be surrounded with a ring of some coloured 
substance such as soot and vaseline and the saddle put cn 
and girthed up by the person whois in the habit of doing: 
it. The rider who has given the sore back should then 
mount the horse and move him off a few steps ; when the 
saddle is taken off the offending spot will be marked 
clearly, and will be found as a rule not to be in the place 
that would have been fixed upon by the eye only. After 
the chamber has been made the same process should be 
gone through and if the hollow is not soiled the work 
can be looked upon as satisfactory. 

In fitting a saddle for any alteration it is important 
that the person who is in the habit of doing so should 
put it on, for in many cases faulty or careless saddleing 
is all that is at fault, also that the person who is in the 
habit of riding the horse should mount him as there is a 
great difference in men’s seats. 

If the pannel is thin and the rider grips close the 
buckle of the girth may give rise to a gall ; the best plan 
in this case I have found is to use a long girth strap and 
short girth se that the buckle comes down below the edge’ 
of the flap away from the pressure of the leg. The girth 
if x web one can be shortened by stitching a fold or tuck 
in it but there ought to be a leather tongue under the 
buckle to protect the skin. 


Some horses, particularly slab sided ones with pinned- 
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© girth will often overcome the difficulty, especially if one 
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. saddle. 


Fuly 19 1902 


THE VETERINARY RECURD 33 


in elbows, will girth gall in spite of every contrivance. 
hs are generally used and in this 


the sore place. In case of necessity it is possible to work 
the horse with one girth fastened to the D to which the 
breast plate goes, the other to those on the belly of the 
Such a contrivance is of course not very secure 
and is somewhat unsightly. The old contrivance of a 
piece of sheepskin sewn to the girth is effective but it is 
often put on and neglected, the wool getting rubbed into 
a hard mass. It should be carefully dried after use and 


frequently combed and brushed. I have found a soft 


piece of numdah answer as well and is not so unsightly. 
If the breast plate is too tight galls will take place be- 


| 


to undue friction and a gall is the result. Collars can be 
too long and too short, too wide and too narrow, the 
terms speak for themselves and the whole secret of fit- 
ting one is to hit off the happy medium, so that it fits 


close enough to avoid oscillation and friction, but not so 


tight as to pinch. In adjusting the length remember 


tween the fore legs, particularly if the horse is galloped. | 


‘The obvious remedy is either tu leave the breast plate off 
.or to loosen it. It is of course only caused by great care- 
lessness, but nevertheless I have been before now con- 
-sulted about such things. In such a case it is absolutely 
enecessary that the man who usually saddles the horse 
-should do so, otherwise it would be almost impossible to 
find out what was wrong. 


ACA 


I will now go on to speak of harness galls, which 
‘to the majority of us are more interesting than saddle. 
It is an important point to remember that a saddle gall 
is caused by pressure, a collar gall by friction. In pro- 
gressing one foot and the corresponding shoulder, at 
whatever pace the horse is going, is in advance of the 
other, and it is only when standing still and “ square ” 
that the two shoulders are symmetrical ; the result is that 
the collar is always oscillating from one, side to the 
other. This can be proved by putting one on a horse 
and walking him = you when the movement will be 
easily observed. The rules for fitting a collar are the 
same as for a saddle, viz., that the whole of the bearing 
surface should be utilised and that it should coincide 
-with the curves of the neck. When the way the collar 
moves is taken into consideration the reason for thi 
-accurate adjustment is obvious, as if only one point is 
bearing on the surface, not only will all the pressure be 
- concentrated on it but the collar resting as it were on a 
pivot will oscillate to a dangerous degree.* This gives rise 


that as the horse throws his weight into it the collar 
rises, so sufficient space must be left that the bottom 
will not impinge on the windpi When on, the collar 
should fit nicely and evenly, if it has to be forced down 
it is certain that in some place it is too narrow. If it 
see-saws a great deal it will have too much stuffing in 
the centre and not enough above or below ; to test this 
hold it steady at the top and move it from the bottom 
where there should not be play of more than two inches 
from side to side over the shoulder joints, if there is it is 
too wide. At the bottom there should be space enough 
to admit of the fingers being inserted between it and the 
skin. I mentioned that the whole bearing surface should 
de in apposition to the skin, also that injuries were the 
result of friction. To this latter rule there is one excep- 
tion, viz., if the top of the collar rest on the neck a 
troublesome pressure sore will be caused. (No. 1 in the 
drawing). This was noticed some years ago amongst the 
London Fire Brigade horses that are 
kept ready harnessed, the weight of 
the collar causing injuries of this 
nature. In old collars that get flat the 
edge of the after whale is likely to make 
a sore. (No.5 in the drawing). [I have 
made a rough drawing which will show 
at a glance where the different kinds 
of ill-fitting collars cause galls. 

The top of the wither, at the spot 
where I mentioned a sore would take 
place from the collar hanging on it, is 
also liable to injury if the horse is 
used in double harness, by the pole 
chains being too tight and dragging the 
collar on to it. This can be avoided 
by stuffing the collar well below so that 
the top will not come in contact with 
the wither ; metal shields are also used 
for this purpose and answer well, but 
the objection to them is that they are 
liable to be bent and broken, and if 
put on in this condition will injure the 
neck more than the collar. The injury 
marked No. 2, on the upper part of the 
shoulder blade slightly to the front, 
comes from too tight a collar, and either 
some of the stuffing should be taken 
out or the collar stretched. It should 
however be remembered that if it is 
stretched it is shortened in a corresponding degree. ‘l'oo 
loose a collar will cause injuries at 3 and 4, and as a rule 
it is found at the centre of draught where the trace joins 
the collar. The true shape of the collar that causes this 
will not be seen till the traces are tightened, as when 
slack the collar rides :forward. If a complaint is made 
about a collar I think it is almost more important to see 
it on the horse than a saddle, and he should be put in- 
toa trap and made pull. I[t is no use looking at the collar 
hanging round his neck to find out what is wrong, as | 
have seen done before now on many occasions, 

These are some of the more important injuries 
caused by saddlery and harness, but the list is nothin 
like complete, and the matter of bits and bridles 
have not touched upon as it is a subject in itself. 

I trust that a good discussion will arise, as I am con- 
vinced that it is a matter that as a profession we have 
neglected. 

Discussion. 


Mr. J. Smiru thanked the Colonel very heartily for 
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his essay, for it dealt with a subject that they had to 
deal with almost every day. He supposed it was their 
duty to try and give advice that would prevent these 
sores. He bad had a good deal of experience of ill-fitting 
saddlery and harness, but he noticed that the bad effects 
were mostly found in herses which were not in good con- 
dition. If the animal was in good condition scarcely any 
collar or saddle seemed to cause any trouble but if the 
horse was out of condition, it appeared that the best 
fitting gear would cause a sore. He noticed that the 
Cclonel had not said anything in his paper—probably it 
was because he could not crowd it in—about the removal 
of the saddle or collar after the horses have been at 
work, directly they are brought in. It was no doubt 
better to leave them on for an hour or an hour and a 
half? He considered the remarks about the fitting of 
the tree of the saddle were entirely to the point and it 
was a matter to which sufticient attention was not given. 
And the same might be said about the amount of the 
stuffing they had put in, and the position it was placed 
in. If they were not careful how it was done, th2 stuff- 
ing might be put in, and if they looked in a week’s time 
it had got moved to another part. There was great scope 
for thought opened out so that horses might be preven- 
ted from having sore backs, girth galls and saddle galls, 
instead of having to cure them when they had been 
made. As the Colonel had said it was a very wide sub- 
ject and he did not think they, as veterinary surgeons, 
ad given the amount of thcught to ill-fitting harness 
that they ought to have done. 

Mr. Rupkrn said if the owners of horses looked 
after them better there would not be so many 
troublesome galls. If there was anything annoying 
it was to have to ride or drive a horse with a sore 
shoulder or back, and they might be sure that it was 
owing to their carelessness or that of their groom. They 
might avoid galls in breaking a horse into harness if 
they got a tremendous lot of wool into the collar, but a 
collar that got the —— in one part then sores were 
bound to be caused. If you took acollar to be altered, 
his advice was to get it done soon enough. Personally, 
he knew of only one cure for a sore shoulder or back and 
that was to rest the animal. 

Mr. CLARKE thought that the lining of saddles was 
better made of woollen than of leather. He thought 
that the Colonel would have made some remarks on the 
treatment of the sores caused by ill-fitting harness, but 

rhaps he would deal with this at a future meeting. 

r. Clarke had been lately up with the Lincolnshire 
Yeomanry for their training, and the saddles were all 
new. He was not there professionally but there was not 
a large number of horses that suffered from galls as far 
as he knew, and the sore backs were caused in most 
cases, he considered, by bad riding, for only the worst 
riders in his troop had sore backs. There were more 
sores caused by the buckles of the rifle buckets. The 
sores were just underneath the buckles. It seemed to 
him that they were caused by the rifle, when it was placed 
in the bucket and then held by the hand high up on the 

rrel, pressing the buckle on the horse’s side. 

_ Mr. Turner thought that both the collars and stuffing 
in most cases was a deal too small, which caused the 
wound at the top of the neck. Many got horses to work 
with too small collars and all the pressure was on the 
top and svon caused a wound. It was then best to cut 
the collar clean away from the neck so as to take the 
pressure from the top. If you neglect to see yourself to 
the altering of the gear, sufficient is not taken out ; the 
alteraticn 1s nothing like big enough and the sore begins 
again somewhere else. 

Mr. MacKINDER said he often thought these sores on 
the back were the fault of the riders, but if a dozen 
people use the same saddle, no matter how well it fitted 
there would be sure to be sores, for no two riders ever 
satalike. The same applied to collars. Let every horse 


have his own saddle and his own collar, and keep it to 
him alone, if you don’t it is likely they will soon get galls 
and collar gai's. What he would recommend was “Get 
a good one and keep it to the same horse. If you do 
get them use a false collar. Put the wrong saddle on the 
wrong horse and you get a gall directly.” 

Mr. GRESSWELL did not think that several horses 
ought to use one saddle or collar any more than several 
men ought to wear one hat, the collars ought to be big’ 
enough. He instanced a case in which he knew of a 
horse whose death had been caused by too tight a col- 
ler. Hehad had a groom for some years that always: 
washed the horses down with water when they came in 
and he never had any chafings with that treatment. 

Mr. Pots said the collar galls were very troublesome 
in London, especially amongst dray horses, whose enor- 
mous collars were left on for the sweat to dry, and them 
not being brushed and left until they got hard. 

Mr. Brnptoss thought that the’condition of the horse 
had more to do with galls than the fitting of the saddle,. 
although that ought by no means to be neglected. If the 
animal is out of condition he soon shows signs of galls,. 
but if you give him a dose of physic and get him into 
condition he will go all right. If he is not ina fit 
condition he will always chafe, but if he is fit you can’t 
practically chafe him. 

The PRESIDENT said the Colonel’s remarks about the 
ill-fitting of the saddle causing the horse to stumble put’ 
the matter in a somewhat new light. He knew one that’ 
was constantly stumbling when being ridden, but when 
in harness hardly ever. With regard to the chafing of’ 
the yeomanry horses, he had found that it was not the 
buckles but the magazine of the rifle that had done the’ 
mischief. He could not say anything about a false 
collar for he had never used one. He had greatly en- 
joyed the Colonel’s essay and he hoped it would not be~ 

ong before he gave them one on the treatment of collar 
and harness galls. 

Colonel NuNN, replying to the discussion, said he had’! 
made no remark about removing the collar or saddle 
directly on the return of the animal. He thought that 
was more a matter of stable management, but his own 
idea was that it was best to be left on for a while, and 
he would also suggest that the animal be brought home 
slowly for the last mile or so in order that he might 
come into the stable cool. On this point he might say’ 
that in South Africa the Colonists and Dutch farmers 
_take off theirsaddles directly they get in without any’ 
ill effects, but in India the results of such treatment 
would be disastrous, he could not account for it. With: 
regard to the horse “galling” if not in condition, or one: 
that had been brought up a bit soft, that might very: 
likely take place, but any horse would “gall” if the 
collar did not fit. Plenty of stuffing by all means should’ 
be put in collars, but avoid lumps. All the horses em- 
ployed in the London docks and,in heavy dray work 

wear enormous collars. As regards leather and serge 
linings there are drawbacks to both. With the serge 
lining if the stufting got out of place it could be pricked 
with a long needle, but with leather the only thing was 
_to undo, otherwise the stuffing could not be reached. 
_ There was another disadvantage with serge and that was 
_ it became saturated with rspiration and if not constantly 
_ brushed the stuffing would get hard and lumpy. It was 

very probable that the men in the Yeomanry by taking’ 
too high hold of their rifles would press the buckles of 
the bucket against the sides with the butt end at every 
_motion of the horse and s cause galls. The only remedy 
for that seemed to be for the rifle to be grasped lower 
_ down or else to doas the French do, carry them slung on 
their backs. The Colonel agreed with the keeping of 

a separate collar and saddle for each horse, and not using 
_ the same gear for any one. He had never used a false 
collar himself ; and considered it most necessary to 

keep the lining dry and well brushed. As Mr. Gresswell: 
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Wyhad said it was very likely that a tight collar would 


ause a horse to be asphyxiated if drawing heavy loads. 
In conclusion the Colonel remarked that it was the 
great thing to remember that the weight bearing surface 
on a horse’s back was not more than about 22 inches, and 
that the saddle ought to be so made as to equally divide 
the weight over that space, and that the collar should be 
Jarge enough and well fitted to the neck. 
A most hearty vote of thanks was accorded, for which 


Colonel Nunn returned thanks, expressing his willing- 


ness at any time to come and assist the Lincolnshire 


:Society. 


Mr. RupkKIN said it was felt by the whole of the 
‘veterinary profession that the treatment that they were 
receiving at the hands of the military authorities was 
anything but what it ought to be, and he proposed 
that the following letter ve sent to the Secretary for War, 
and that a copy be sent to all the kindred societies in the 
‘United Kingdom asking for their co-operation :— 


“To the Rt. Hon. the Secretary for War, 
War Office, Pall Mall : 


Sir,—We, the Members of the Lincolnshire Veterinary 


' Medical Society, view with great dissatisfaction the 


treatment of our military confréres in the Army Veteri- 
mary Department, especially the persistent refusal to 
grant them Army rank, which they alone out of the 
whole of the commissioned officers of his Majesty’s service 
-do not enjoy. F 

We greatiy resent the appointment of an Artillery 
‘Colonel as an Inspector of Veterinary Hospitals in South 
Africa, and the refusal to allow Military Veterinary 
‘Officers to exercise control of their subordinates and in 
their own hospitals, which control is allowed to the 
officers of the Royal Army Medical Corps in theirs. 

We feel that this action on the part of the Military 
Authorities is a slur on our profession, bringing us into 


» contempt and calculated to do us great injury both 


socially and financially. 

We pray that the disabilities may be removed at an 
-early date, as until they are we are bound to inform you 
that we consider that we would not be true to our own 
interests if we did not do our best to advise the younger 
members of our profession not to enter the Army Veteri- 
nary Department; the present conditions of which service 
are, In our opinion, derogatory to the members of a 
liberal profession ” 


It was seconded that the letter be sent as proposed by 
Mr. Rudkin, and votes of thanks to Mr. Russell, the 
President, concluded a very successful meeting. 

; The members and visitors afterwards dined at the 
“Angel” Hotel, when the usual loyal toasts were duly 
honoured. 


‘VICTORIA VETERINARY BENEVOLENT FUND. 
‘Sir, 

1 shall again be very grateful to you if you will kindly 
announce the further list of donations to the fund for 
securing £500. I want £105 more to raise this sum ! 
‘Surely the profession will not now allow the munificent 
offer of £100 to be lost in view of what has been done ? 
I think especial thanks should be given to Mr. A. A. 
Johnson who has collected £6 5s. 6d., and to Mr. Percy 
J. Simpson, of Maidenhead, who by untiring efforts 
managed at the last meeting of the Royal Counties 
—e Medical Society to collect the large amount 
of £26. It merely shows how easy it would be to obtain 
the balance if only each President or Hon. Sec. of Veteri- 
nary Medical Society would exert himself on their 
‘behalf. 
My Council has instructed me to write to the officers 


of each Society. This I have done, besides which I have 
enclosed to each copies of two most pathetic letters | re- 
ceived the other morning appealing to my society for 
help. Will these gentlemen consider these appeals care- 
fully, lay them before their members, and if | mis- 
take not, there is not one Society which will refuse help 
amidst such distressing circumstances. 

Further, will not those members who can so well atford 
it, and who unfortunately have so far left the work un- 
aided, now come to the rescue and give my Society the 
£100 so urgently required One is convinced that their 
aloofness is not due to want of heart but to that apathy 
which is especially characteristic of our profession. ‘This 
is the final appeal of my Society, we have permission to 
keep the fund open but a short time only ; already much 

atience has beer shown to us by the promised donor. 

s the pro.aised gift to be lost or secured? My brother 
members alone shortly answer the question. I was for- 
getting that leaflets are to be distributed amongst those 
who assemble at the annual meeting of the National 
Veterinary Association. Will someone collect funds and 
forward to me, and so help Mr. Wragg who has very 
kindly promised his aid in this behalf.— Yours faithfully, 


W. Freeman Barrett, Hon. Sec. 
96 Tressillian Road, Brockley, 8.E., 
July 15th, 1902. 


SrectaL Errort to Procure £500. £100 ONLY 


REQUIRED. 
« & 
Amount actually received as announced 350 5 1 
James, J. C., Thornbury 
Johnson, A. A., Esq., 40 New Bond St., W. 10 6 


Sums kindly collected by Mr. A. A. Johnson 


Payne A., Esq., Hersham 10 6 
Welfare L.C., Chislehurst 
Bell, J., Esq., Catford 
Voisin, R. J., Esq., Jersey 
Wilson, J., Enfield 10 0 
Hunt, T. M., Frimley Green 10 6 
Denington, W., Uxbridge Rd, 1 1 0 
Johnson, A. A., Esq., (2ad don.) 10 6 


| 

| 

| 

| 
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Hammond, J., Esq., Bale, East Dereham 10 0 0 
Gofton, J., North Shields 110 


Sums kindly givenand collected by Percy 
J. Simpson, Esq., Hon. Sec. Royal Counties 
Veterinary Medical Society at last meeting 
of this Society : 

Gardner, E, Esq., M.P. £1 #1 

Flanagan, W. G., Esq., Reading 1 1 

Royal Counties V.M.S. per 

James P.Walker, Esq., Oxford 10 10 

Fraser, J., Esq., (2nd 

Hurndall, J. Sateliffe, Esq., 

Simpson, J. F., Esq., (2nd don.) 

Simpson, Percy J., Esq., 

Lepper, T. W. Esq., Aylesbury 

Butters, A. L, Esq., Paddington 

Slocock, 8., Esq., Hounslow 

Western, W. Esq., Bracknell 

Lambert, V.-Col. A.V.D. 


ecoooooooo 


26 0 OU 


Total received £395 3 | 
W. FREEMAN Barrett, Hon. Sec. and Treas. 


Personal. 


Lieut. W. S. MuLvey was present at the evening 
party at St. James’ Palace, on Thursday, July 10. 


to: | 
ls 
et 
lo- 
| 
| 
al 
| 
a 
IS: 
| | 
| 
| 
i 
- 
t 
7 
| | 
| 
d 4 | 
| 
| 
| 
4 
| 
— | 
| 


36 THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Fuly 19, 1902 


ARMY VETERINARY SURGEONS. 


It seems only a very short time ago that Dr. ig vl 
harson and others were constantly girding at the War 
Office because of its treatment of the medical staff of 
the Army and when the hospitals and other professional 
organisations did their best to dissuade young doctors 
from entering the Service. In the end the medical men 
achieved a good deal of that for which they strove. It 
would appear from a question by Captain Norton that a 
similar battle is im progress between Pall Mall and the 
veterinary profession. He will ask Mr. Brodrick to- 
morrow whether it has been brought to his notice that 
the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
have determined, unless certain concessions are made in 
the new warrant for the Army Veterinary Department, 
to advise their graduates not to enter the Army ; and 
whether, in view of the fact that every veterinary medi- 
cal society in the United Kingdom has passed a similar 
resolution, and that for some years the supply of candi- 
dates for the Army Veterinary Department has been in- 
suflicient, he will give consideration to the suggestions of 
these veterinary societies.—The Morning Post. 


OBITUARY. 


Freperick Hatt, M.R.C V.S., 
Forty Hill, Enfield. 
Graduated, New, Edin : 1894. 


A shockingly tragic incident occurred at Bull’s Cross, 
Enfield, on the afternuon of Saturday, June 28, resulting 
inthe untimely death of Mr. F. W. Hall, aged 32, a 
veterinary surgeon, of Forty Hill. It appears that he 
left home that morning, accompanied by his page-boy, 
in order to go his oF garage round, and was riding ina 
high dogeart, to which was attached a powerful horse. 
He was returning to his residence, when on reaching 
Turkey Street the horse, from some unknown cause, 
bolted at a very fast rate towards Bull’s Cross. The 
seat fell from the vehicle, and Mr. Hall, in a kneeling 
position, was seen trying his hardest to check the run- 
away. His efforts were, unfortunately, unavailing. As 
the horse rushed round the dangerous corner opposite 
the gates of Myddelton House, the near wheel struck 
against an obstruction, the dogcart violently jerked into 
the air, and Mr. Hall and his boy were hurled against 
the high wall. Strange to say, the horse sustained, com- 

aratively speaking, but little injury. With Mr. Hall, 

owever, the case was very different. Very speedily 
residents in the immediate vicinity came to his assis- 
tance. Dr. Tresilian, who happened to be passing, 
— realised the gravity of the case ; and at the time 
Mr. and Mrs. Bowles, who drove up in their carriage, 
immediately left their vehicle, gave directions for 
cushions, etc., to be placed therein, and for the injured 
man to be removed by their coachman to the Cottage 
Hospital. The boy, Herbert Herd, aged 16, of Walton 
Street, was also found to be considerably bruised and 
injured about the head, and he, too, was given every 
attention by Dr. Tresilian and removed with all care. 
Although still ill, it is hoped taat he will recover. With 
Mr. Hall’s more serious injuries, no other than a fatal 
issue could be looked for. His brother, a doctor practis- 
ing at Watford, was wired for, and arrived very speedily 
only, however, to find his unfortunate relative uncon- 
scious ; and in spite of all that surgical skill could do 
he expired on Monday without recovering consciousness. 

Mr. Hall only succeeded to the business some 2) years 
ago, but during that short residence in Enfield he made 
many friends by his uniform geniality and gentlemanly 
bearing. He was becoming widely known amongst 


trict, but also at Waltham and Cheshunt ; and on all 
hands one has heard deep regrets at the tragic termina- 
tion of a,promising professional career.—- The Middlesex 


Gazette. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


“UTERINE DISEASE” 
Sir, 
must thank Mr. A. M. Crighton for his letter appear- 


regret that my letter dated June 4th should have caused 
him pain and annoyance. 


the Chairman in his remarks at the conclusion of the 
paper goes on to say etc, etc. I am sorry by an over- 
sight | should have connected Mr. Crighton’s name with: 
the mistake I pointed out. My criticism was of a 
friendly nature, and not done for the purpose of holding 
anyone up to ridicule before the eyes of the profession 
as Mr. Crighton mistakenly puts it.—Yours faithfully, 

H. CaRTER. 

Burnley, June 27th. 


SOCIAL DISABILITIES. 


Sir, 

If your correspondent signing himself “ An Old Public 
School Boy” will kindly inform me how to keep hunters,. 
a groom, a decent house, and fill the stumach properly 
on the average income of veterinary surgeons which, in 
my experience, is £250 a year gross, without having the 


write you another epistle on this subject. We may be 
drawing our students from a better class socially but 
certainly not in my opinion financially, for I claim to 
know something of the modus operandi of veterinary 
work and the difficulty which a great many veterinary 
surgeons, including your humble, have in meeting their 
payments, to say nothing of providing for cld age, having 
been assistant and /ocum in nearly 20 practices in differ- 
ent parts of the country.—Yours respectfully, 
GrorGE Upron. 
Epping, July 6th. 


FLAGS FOR VETERINARY SURGEONS. 


Sir, 

Now that all kinds of bunting are being shown it has 
struck me that a very appropriate flag might and ought 
to be invented for all members of the veterinary profes: 
sion. I would suggest a red, white, or blue flag with the 
College Arms of another colour, in the centre. 

There are many veterinary surgeons holding official 
positions in towns and cities who, I am sure, would like 
to have what is generally known as a house flag. It 
would be quite different from the ordinary flags and 
might do our poor profession some little good.—Yours- 


faithfully, 
Joun H. Lort, F.R.C.V.S. 
Grimsby, June 27th. 


Communications, Books, anD Parers RECEIVED.— Col. J. A. 
Nunn, Messrs. C. J. Hall. G. Mayall, F. L. Carter, F. E. P.. 

American Veterinary Review, The B.S.A. Govt. Guzette, 
Preliminary Programme Sanitary Institute Congress. 


_Original articles and reports should be written on one’ 
side only of the paper and authenticated by the names and 


stockowners and others, not only in this immediate dis- 


addresses of the writers, not necessarily for publication. 


ing in The Veterinary Record on June 28th and express: 


What I should have said in the letter referred to was, 


bailiff as company in the house, I will endeavour to: 
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